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Management Letter Required By 
Chapter 10.550 of the Rules of the 

Auditor General of the State of Florida 

To the Honorable Members of the Board 
of County Commissioners 

Palm Beach County, Florida 

Report on the Financial Statements 
We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, the 
aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund and the aggregate remaining fund 
information of Palm Beach County, Florida (the County) as of and for the year ended September 30, 
2020, and have issued our report thereon dated March 26, 2021. We did not audit the financial 
statements of the Solid Waste Authority, Westgate Belvedere Homes Community Redevelopment 
Agency, and the Housing Finance Authority, discretely presented component units, which represents 
100% of the total assets and 100% of the total revenues of the aggregate discretely presented 
component units. Those financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports thereon have 
been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for the Solid Waste 
Authority, Westgate Belvedere Homes Community Redevelopment Agency, and Housing Finance 
Authority, is based on the reports of the other auditors. Our report does not address their respective 
internal control or compliance.  

Auditor’s Responsibility 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States; the audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for 
Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance); and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.  

Other Reports 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on 
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of the Financial Statements Performed in Accordance 
with Government Auditing Standards; Independent Auditor’s Report on Compliance for Each Major 
Federal Program and State Project and Report on Internal Control over Compliance; Schedule of 
Findings and Questioned Costs; and Independent Accountant’s Report on an examination conducted in 
accordance with AICPA Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance requirements 
in accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General. Disclosures in those reports and 
schedule should be considered in conjunction with this management letter. 
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Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not corrective 
actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual 
financial audit report. There were no findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual 
financial audit report. 
 
Official Title and Legal Authority 
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and legal 
authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be disclosed in 
this management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. This information is 
disclosed in Note 1 of the County’s financial statements. 
 
Financial Condition and Management 
Sections 10.554(1)(i)5.a. and 10.556(7), Rules of the Auditor General, require us to apply appropriate 
procedures and communicate the results of our determination as to whether or not the County has met 
one or more of the conditions described in Section 218.503(1), Florida Statutes, and to identify the 
specific condition(s) met. In connection with our audit, we determined that the County did not meet any of 
the conditions described in Section 218.503(1), Florida Statutes.  
 
Pursuant to Sections 10.554(1)(i)5.b. and 10.556(8), Rules of the Auditor General, we applied financial 
condition assessment procedures for the County. It is management’s responsibility to monitor the 
County’s financial condition, and our financial condition assessment was based in part on representations 
made by management and the review of financial information provided by same.  
 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we communicate any 
recommendations to improve financial management. This report does not include any matters that were 
reported on by other auditors as identified above. The recommendations to improve the County’s financial 
management have been addressed in “Current Year’s Recommendations to Improve Financial 
Management” in Appendix A to this report. Management’s responses to the recommendations to improve 
the County’s financial management have been addressed in “Current Year’s Recommendations to 
Improve Financial Management” in Appendix A to this report. 
 
Additional Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires us to communicate noncompliance with 
provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have 
occurred, that have an effect on the financial statements that is less than material but which warrants the 
attention of those charged with governance. In connection with our audit, we did not have any such 
findings. 
 
Purpose of This Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, Federal and other granting agencies and applicable management, and is not intended to be 
and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 

 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
March 26, 2021, except for the Independent Auditor’s Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal 
Program and State Project and Report on Internal Control Over Compliance for which the date is 
June 28, 2021. 



Palm Beach County, Florida 
 
Appendix A—Current Year’s Recommendations to Improve Financial Management 
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2020-001 Unavailable Revenue (Supervisor of Elections) 
 
Criteria: Management of the Supervisor of Elections (Supervisor) is responsible for the preparation and 
fair presentation of its financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal 
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Condition: During the current year, in auditing “due from other governments” and “intergovernmental 
revenue”, we noted the receivables relating to the CARES Act funding, which was new pandemic related 
funding, received this year from the State were not collected when initially expected and were not 
received within the Supervisor’s period of availability. In examining the account balance it was determined 
that approximately $309 thousand of the receivable should have been recorded as unavailable revenue 
since it was not received within 60 days of year end. Unavailable revenue is a modified accrual 
accounting concept for revenues that have been earned but will not be received within the organization’s 
defined period of availability. These items are reported as an asset (receivable) and a deferred inflow of 
resources (unavailable revenue) with no recognition of revenue in the statement of revenues, 
expenditures and changes in fund balance.  
 
Context: The condition is systemic in nature. 
 
Cause: The Supervisor’s procedures for financial statement preparation and review were not sufficient to 
identify the above condition. 
 
Effect: The accounting records as originally provided were not fully complete to provide for the 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements without the recording of the aforementioned 
unrecorded adjustment. 
 
Recommendation: We recommend that the Supervisor review its current policies, procedures and internal 
controls over accounting and financial reporting including the year-end closing process. Review 
procedures and internal controls should be designed to identify potential GAAP departures and should 
include an additional focus on year-end revenue recognition and the use of the unavailable and unearned 
revenue classifications to ensure proper recognition and presentation. 
 
Management Response: Management concurs and we will revise our procedures going forward. 
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Management Letter in Accordance With the 
Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida 

Honorable Joseph Abruzzo 
Clerk & Comptroller 
Palm Beach County, Florida 

We have audited the financial statements of each major fund and the aggregate remaining fund 
information of the Clerk & Comptroller of Palm Beach County, Florida (the Clerk), as of and for the year 
ended September 30, 2020, and have issued our report thereon dated June 22, 2021, which was 
prepared to comply with State of Florida reporting requirements.   

Auditor’s Responsibility 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States.   

Other Reports and Schedule 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on 
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards and Independent Accountant’s Report on an examination conducted in 
accordance with AICPA Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance requirements 
in accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General. Disclosures in those reports, which are 
dated June 22, 2021, should be considered in conjunction with this management letter. 

Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not corrective 
actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual 
financial audit report. There were no recommendations made in the preceding annual financial audit 
report. 

Official Title and Legal Authority 
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and legal 
authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be disclosed in the 
management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. This information is disclosed 
in Note 1 of the Clerk’s financial statements. 

Other Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address in the management letter 
any recommendations to improve the Clerk’s financial management. In connection with our audit, we did 
not have any such recommendations. 

Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address noncompliance with 
provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have occurred, 
that have an effect on the financial statements that is less than material but which warrants the attention 
of those charged with governance. In connection with our audit, we did not have any such findings. 
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Purpose of This Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, federal and other granting agencies, and applicable management of the Clerk’s Office and is not 
intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 

 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
June 22, 2021 
 



1 

Management Letter in Accordance with the 
Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida 

The Honorable Dorothy Jacks 
Property Appraiser 
Palm Beach County, Florida 

Report on the Financial Statements 
We have audited the financial statements of the major fund of the Property Appraiser of Palm Beach 
County, Florida (the Property Appraiser), as of and for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2020, and 
have issued our report thereon dated June 22, 2021, which was prepared to comply with State of Florida 
reporting requirements.   

Auditor’s Responsibility  
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Other Reports and Schedule 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on 
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of the Financial Statements Performed in Accordance 
with Government Auditing Standards and Independent Accountant’s Report on an examination conducted 
in accordance with AICPA Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance 
requirements in accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General. Disclosures in those 
reports, which are dated June 22, 2021, should be considered in conjunction with this management letter. 

Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not corrective 
actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual 
financial audit report. There were no recommendations made in the preceding annual financial report. 

Official Title and Legal Authority 
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and legal 
authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be disclosed in this 
management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. This information is disclosed 
in Note 1 of the Property Appraiser’s financial statements. 
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Other Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address in the management  letter 
any recommendations to improve the Property Appraiser’s financial management. In connection with our 
audit, we did not have any such recommendations. 
 
Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address noncompliance with 
provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have occurred, 
that have an effect on the financial statements that is less than material but warrants the attention of 
those charged with governance. In connection with our audit, we did not have any such findings. 
 
Purpose of this Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, federal and other granting agencies and applicable management of the Property Appraiser’s 
Office and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 

 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
June 22, 2021 
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Management Letter in Accordance with the 
Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida 

Honorable Ric L. Bradshaw 
Sheriff 
Palm Beach County, Florida 

Report on the Financial Statements 

We have audited the financial statements of the major fund and the aggregate remaining fund information 
of the Sheriff of Palm Beach County, Florida (the Sheriff), as of and for the year ended September 30, 
2020, and have issued our report thereon dated June 22, 2021, which was prepared to comply with State 
of Florida reporting requirements.   

Auditor’s Responsibility 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.   

Other Reports 

We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and 
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of the Financial Statements Performed in Accordance 
with Government Auditing Standards and Independent Accountant’s Report on an examination conducted 
in accordance with AICPA Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance 
requirements in accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General. Disclosures in those 
reports, which are dated June 22, 2021, should be considered in conjunction with this management letter.  

Prior Audit Findings 

Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not corrective 
actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual 
financial audit report. There were no recommendations made in the preceding annual financial audit 
report. 

Official Title and Legal Authority  

Sections 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and legal 
authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be disclosed in 
this management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. This information is 
disclosed in Note 1 of the Sheriff’s financial statements. 
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Other Matters 

Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address in the management letter 
any recommendations to improve the Sheriff’s financial management. In connection with our audit, we did 
not have any such recommendations. 

Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address noncompliance with 
provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have 
occurred, that have an effect on the financial statements that is less than material but which warrants the 
attention of those charged with governance. In connection with our audit, we did not have any such 
findings. 

Purpose of this Letter 

Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, federal and other granting agencies and applicable management of the Sheriff’s Office, and is 
not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

West Palm Beach, Florida 
June 22, 2021 



1 

Management Letter in Accordance with the 
Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida 

The Honorable Anne M. Gannon 
Tax Collector 
Palm Beach County, Florida 

Report on the Financial Statements 
We have audited the financial statements of the major fund and the aggregate remaining fund information 
of the Tax Collector of Palm Beach County, Florida (the Tax Collector), as of and for the year ended 
September 30, 2020, and have issued our report thereon dated June 22, 2021, which was prepared to 
comply with State of Florida reporting requirements.   

Auditor’s Responsibility 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.  

Other Reports 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and 
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of the Financial Statements Performed in Accordance 
with Government Auditing Standards and Independent Accountant’s Report on an examination conducted 
in accordance with AICPA Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance 
requirements in accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General. Disclosures in those 
reports, which are dated June 22, 2021, should be considered in conjunction with this management letter. 

Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not corrective 
actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual 
financial audit report. There were no recommendations made in the preceding annual financial audit 
report. 

Official Title and Legal Authority 
Sections 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and legal 
authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be disclosed in 
this management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. This information is 
disclosed in Note 1 of the Tax Collector’s financial statements. 
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Other Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address in the management letter 
any recommendations to improve the Tax Collector’s financial management. In connection with our audit, 
we did not have any such recommendations. 
 
Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address noncompliance with 
provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have 
occurred, that have an effect on the financial statements that is less than material but which warrants the 
attention of those charged with governance. In connection with our audit, we did not have any such 
findings. 
 
Purpose of this Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, federal and other granting agencies and applicable management of the Tax Collector’s Office, 
and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 

 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
June 22, 2021 
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Management Letter in Accordance with the 
Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida 

The Honorable Wendy Sartory Link 
Supervisor of Elections 
Palm Beach County, Florida 

We have audited the financial statements of the major fund of the Supervisor of Elections of Palm Beach 
County, Florida (the Supervisor), as of and for the year ended September 30, 2020, and have issued our 
report thereon dated June 28, 2021, which was prepared to comply with State of Florida reporting 
requirements.  

Auditor’s Responsibility 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States.  

Other Reporting Requirements 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on 
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards and Independent Accountant’s Report on an examination conducted in 
accordance with AICPA Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance requirements 
in accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General. Disclosures in those reports, which are 
dated June 28, 2021, should be considered in conjunction with this management letter.  

Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not corrective 
actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual 
financial audit report. There were no recommendations made in the preceding annual financial audit 
report. 

Official Title and Legal Authority 
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and legal 
authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be disclosed in this 
management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. This information is disclosed 
in Note 1 of the Supervisor’s financial statements. 

Financial Management 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we communicate any 
recommendations to improve financial management. The recommendations to improve the Supervisor’s 
financial management have been addressed in “Current Year’s Recommendations to Improve Financial 
Management” in Appendix A to this report. Management’s responses to the recommendations to improve 
the Supervisor’s financial management have been addressed in “Current Year’s Recommendations to 
Improve Financial Management” in Appendix A to this report. 
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Additional Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires us to communicate noncompliance with 
provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have occurred, 
that have an effect on the financial statements that is less than material but which warrants the attention 
of those charged with governance. In connection with our audit, we did not note any such findings. 
 
Purpose of this Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, federal and other granting agencies, the Supervisor of Elections, and applicable management 
and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 

 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
June 28, 2021 
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Supervisor of Elections, Palm Beach County, Florida 
 
Appendix A—Current Year’s Recommendations to Improve Financial Management 
 
 
2020-001 Unavailable Revenue (Supervisor of Elections) 
 
Criteria: Management of the Supervisor of Elections (Supervisor) is responsible for the preparation and 
fair presentation of its financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal 
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Condition: During the current year, in auditing “due from other governments” and “intergovernmental 
revenue”, we noted the receivables relating to the CARES Act funding, which was new pandemic related 
funding, received this year from the State were not collected when initially expected and were not 
received within the Supervisor’s period of availability. In examining the account balance it was determined 
that approximately $309 thousand of the receivable should have been recorded as unavailable revenue 
since it was not received within 60 days of year end. Unavailable revenue is a modified accrual 
accounting concept for revenues that have been earned but will not be received within the organization’s 
defined period of availability. These items are reported as an asset (receivable) and a deferred inflow of 
resources (unavailable revenue) with no recognition of revenue in the statement of revenues, 
expenditures and changes in fund balance.  
 
Context: The condition is systemic in nature. 
 
Cause: The Supervisor’s procedures for financial statement preparation and review were not sufficient to 
identify the above condition. 
 
Effect: The accounting records as originally provided were not fully complete to provide for the 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements without the recording of the aforementioned 
unrecorded adjustment. 
 
Recommendation: We recommend that the Supervisor review its current policies, procedures and internal 
controls over accounting and financial reporting including the year-end closing process. Review 
procedures and internal controls should be designed to identify potential GAAP departures and should 
include an additional focus on year-end revenue recognition and the use of the unavailable and unearned 
revenue classifications to ensure proper recognition and presentation. 
 
Management Response: Management concurs and we will revise our procedures going forward. 
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